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 Eastern’s Student Government held the fi rst annual Student’s Distinguished 
Professor Award banquet April 20, 2009, at the 7th Street Underground located in 
the MLK Jr.Union. The banquet recognized four Eastern professors including Dr. 
Dan Carter, professor of early childhood, elementary and middle education. Dr. 
Carter won the overall Student Distinguished Professor Award.
 Dr. Carter said he was honored to receive the award chosen entirely by the 
student body.  Six students formally nominated him, fi lling out an application and 
writing a statement, while others submitted their nominations in other ways. 
 “To be recognized by such talented and caring individuals was very special 
to me,” he said.
Elementary Education Professor Receives 1st 
EIU Student’s Distinguished Professor Award
Dr. Carter received his award with students that nominated him. Pictured above: Jen Price, Heidi 
Huddleston, Dr. Carter, Karen Biros, Lauren Lipine
EIU Ranked In 
‘America’s Best 
Colleges’ 
U.S. News & World Report 
ranked Eastern 11th among 
all Midwestern public 
universities and 47th among 
all private and public colleges. 
in the magazine’s 2010 
edition of “America’s Best 
Colleges.” 
Among all Illinois public 
universities, Eastern has the 
highest freshman retention 
and graduation rate.
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 Dr. Carter is a former Eastern graduate in Education; however, he started 
college as a science major at Southern Illinois University.  He transferred to Eastern 
after taking a child psychology class, realizing his passion to work with children.  
 “I didn’t know ahead of time I wanted to be a teacher,” he said. “I fell in 
love with teaching,”
 One course Dr. Carter teaches is Elementary Education 3000, the class that 
confi rmed his passion for teaching when he was a student here. Students nominated 
him for this award while attending this class. 
 He said he believes students nominated him because he’s willing to listen to 
the needs of the class.
 “I feel I do a nice job presenting lessons and fi eld experience,” Dr. Carter 
said.
 His favorite 
part of teaching 
is recognizing 
students’ goals, 
helping students 
see their potential 
and then reaching 
their goals.
 “I stress in 
class that in order 
to be a successful 
educator, one must 
clearly identify what 
their strengths are and 
they need to improve,” 
he said. “My goal is to model expectation I hold for them.”
 Karen Biros, an education major, nominated Dr. Carter and said she was 
glad Student Government found a way to give passionate faculty members a sincere 
thank you.
 “Dr. Carter is an all encompassing teacher who truly invests himself in the 
betterment of his students,” she said.  
 Dr. Carter was joined by his wife, his department chair and the students 
who nominated him at the banquet where he received a medal for his teaching and 
service. 
Pictured above: Heidi Huddleston, Karen Biros, Dr. Carter, Lauren 
Lipine, Jen Price
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Homecoming
Alumni Event
Schedule
Friday, Oct. 16            
5 p.m. 50th Class Golden 
Anniversary Reunion Dinner
8 p.m. EIU Pep Rally
Saturday, Oct. 17
9 a.m. 2.5K Homecoming 
Race
9:30 a.m. Homecoming 
Parade
10 a.m. CEPS Alumni Tent 
Starts
11:30 a.m. Offi cial start time 
for Alumni Tent City and 
Billy’s Backyard
1:30 p.m. Homecoming 
Football Game
6 p.m. Alumni Awards Dinner
For more information or 
to order tickets please call 
1-800-ALUM-EIU or visit 
www.eiu.edu/~alumni/events.
php#homecoming
 Nicole Dallas and Catherine Welsh, Early Childhood Education majors, 
presented their study, “What Teachers of Young Children Should Know About 
Using Food in the Early Childhood Classrooms: An Exploratory Study,” at the 2009 
National Conference for Undergraduate Research at the University of Wisconsin in 
La Cross, WI, on April 16-18.
 “It was a very empowering experience presenting our study and motivating 
to see thousands of other college students presenting material that they were 
passionate about as well,” Dallas said.
 Sham’ah Md-Yunus, assistant professor of Early Childhood, Elementary and 
Middle Level Education, was the faculty mentor for the study.
 She said 
the two students 
successfully 
completed 
their study in 
four preschool 
classrooms.
 Dallas said 
she took on the 
project because 
she was interested 
in research and 
“getting her feet 
wet” in this type of 
work.
 The project 
was Dr. Yunus’s 
“brainchild,” the 
girls said.
 Their research question was, “Do teachers who use food as teaching 
materials use it appropriately according to the philosophy of Developmentally 
Appropriate Practice?”
  
 Welsh agreed that her intrigue for research excited her about the study.
“This was something I wanted to get in to and I didn’t know exactly how to go 
about it,” she said. “Dr. Yunus was a great help with that.”
 After four weeks of collecting data, Dallas and Welsh found that by 
providing food as play materials, teachers are encouraging wasteful practices, 
health/safety issues, and cultural confl icts to the children and the families.
An Exploratory Study With Kids And Food
Pictured above: Dr. Sham’ah Md-Ynus, Catherine Welsh and Nicole 
Dallas
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CEPS Alumni 
Awards
Nomination forms will be 
available at the CEPS tent 
at Homecoming or email 
cepsnews@eiu.edu tor a 
nomination form. 
Awards are as follow:
CEPS Lifetime Achievement 
Award
CEPS Rising Star
CEPS Leadership and Service 
Award
 The girls concluded that teachers can provide other sensory items in place 
of food and that teachers should limit the use of food to closely supervised cooking 
activities.
 Dallas and Welsh were able to present their study and fi ndings at the EIU 
Undergraduate Showcase prior to the National Conference.  
 
 “The showcase was great practice and got us excited for the conference,” 
Welsh said.
 
 Dallas and Welsh agreed that the study has sparked an interest in doing 
further research in this area of Early Childhood Education and hope to integrate 
research in their career of teaching.
 
 “The study strengthened my passion to be an early childhood educator,” 
Dallas said.
  Joe Fatheree and Craig Lindvahl, award-winning 
fi lmmakers and distinguished teachers at Effi ngham High 
School, were two recipients of the 2009 Cable Leaders in 
Learning Award in the category of General Excellence. 
  
  Fatheree, an Eastern Education Alum, and Lindvahl 
created the AHA Film Festival in 2003 to showcase their 
students’ top quality fi lms coming out of their multimedia 
classes in Effi ngham and Teutopolis High Schools. The 
festival began with a crowd of 150 and has grown to a sell 
out a theatre in Effi ngham which holds 
1,500 seats.   Industry executives from 
Los Angeles to Chicago are drawn as well to the festival as the 
locals are.  
 
 Each award recipient received a $3,000 prize and an all-
expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C., in June, where they were 
honored with a ceremony and luncheon hosted by Alton Brown, a 
Food Network chef.
 The Cable’s Leaders in Learning Awards mission is to recognize outstanding 
educators, administrators, policymakers and other community leaders in education.  
This year was the fi fth consecutive year these awards were given out.  It is 
administered by the cable industry and its national education foundation, Cable in the 
Classroom.
Filmmaker and Eastern Alum Wins Cable 
Leader Learning Award For Media Class
Joe Fatheree, co-creator 
of the AHA Film 
Festival, teaches media  
at Effi ngham High 
School.
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2009 CEPS 
New Faculty
Dr. John Bickford III
Ms. Dana Stodden
Dr. Scott Ronspie
Ms. Jennifer Stringfellow
Mr. Kenneth Reed
Ms. Malinda Sawyer
 “It was a great trip,” Fatheree said. “An honor for our students.”
 
 `Fatheree received the NEA’s National Award for Teaching Excellence in 
February and in 2007, he was named Illinois Teacher of the Year.  He has received 
three Mid-America Emmy awards for producing and writing fi lms. 
  Jon Oliver, assistant professor of Kinesiology 
and Sports Studies, was among the three teachers from 
Eastern who attended the sixth annual Teaching Professor 
Conference in Washington, D.C. this past June.
  Over 600 professors from around the country 
attended the conference which primarily focused on 
enhancing teaching skills.
  “I was fortunate to be selected,” Oliver said. 
“The focus of the conference connects well with the primary mission to teach more 
effi ciently.”
 The Offi ce of Faculty Development, directed by Mildred 
Pearson, coordinates these opportunities for Eastern faculty.  
After reading an article in the university newsletter, Oliver decided to apply in the 
spring for the fully funded conference.
 The conference included presentations, panel discussions and workshops 
relating to different topics such as communicating with students and helping engage 
students in the classroom. 
 Oliver said he learned strategies to make a 2 hour and 40 minute class more 
fulfi lling. 
 Students were also brought in during panel discussions to answer professors’ 
questions.
 “Understanding that students are changing, as a faculty member I need to 
understand the way they are changing and how they communicate and learn,” he 
said.  “Hopefully I can employ strategies to reach them.”
 Oliver immediately integrated approaches to teaching that he learned at the 
conference by purchasing “Quiz Show,” program software that mimics ‘Jeopardy.’
 He also utilized his time on the fi rst day of class to get to know his students 
better.
Sixth Annual Teaching Professor Conference
Jon Oliver has taught at 
Eastern for seven years.
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  Debbie Beebee, Eastern alumna, was 
voted off on week 11 in Season 18 of the CBS 
reality TV show, Survivor: Tocantins, set in the 
Brazilian Highlands.  Episode 12 was titled, 
“The Ultimate Sacrifi ce” and originally aired on 
May 7, 2009. 
  Beebee, a 46-year-old middle school 
principal from Auburn, Ala., graduated from 
Eastern in 1985 with a bachelor’s in Physical 
Education.  Beebee, a native of Palatine, Ill., was 
a member of Alpha Gamma Delta sorority and a 
Panther cheerleader all four years at Eastern.  
  During her fi nal episode, Beebee 
turned on Coach, whom she had an alliance with 
since Day 3 to try to save her spot in the game.  
Beebee tried to form an alliance with castaways, 
JT and Stephen, which she thought would be 
a stronger move in the game.  She pooled for 
them and other castaways to vote Coach off.  
However, JT and Stephen turned on her at the 
Tribal Council and Beebee was voted out with 
four out of six votes against her.  She was the tenth person to be voted out.
 In an interview with Kat 
Angus on DOSE.ca, Beebee said that 
she was blindsided.
 “I didn’t have any inclination 
that they were getting ready to get 
me. They told me for two days, 
‘We’re voting Coach, we’re voting 
Coach.’ It kind of looked like I was 
the catalyst in that last show, but really Stephen talked me into voting for Coach,” 
she told Angus.
Eastern Alumna Voted Off CBS ‘Survivor’
Debra ‘Debbie’ Beebee’s fi nal episode 
aired on May 7, 2009.
“I asked them more questions than just the ordinary ‘what’s your name and where 
are you from,” he said. “I asked them about their interests and goals to help me get 
to know them quicker for a better connection.”
 Oliver said he would love to attend the conference again, but would rather 
promote the opportunity to other CEPS colleagues.
 “I encourage my colleagues to apply and take advantage of this fully funded 
opportunity,” he said.  
 7
Spring 2009 Student Teaching Awards
 Student teaching is about preparation for the future and three Elementary 
Education majors won the Spring 2009 Outstanding Student Teaching Award by 
going above and beyond during their learning experience: Jordan Bear, Kourtney 
Bradd and Callie O’Neal.
 Students can not apply for the scholarship, but are nominated by their 
Cooperating Teacher, University Supervisor and/or their building principal.  A 
scholarship committee then reviews the applications and selects recipients based on 
their innovation, dedication, accomplishment and how they inspire others around 
them.
 Patricia Poulter, previously Chair of the Department of Student Teaching 
& Clinical Experiences, now Interim Associate Dean of the College of Arts and 
Humanities, said it’s an honor to read the stories of beginning teachers and how they 
are inspirational and exemplary members of the teaching profession.
 “The nomination itself is an honor, but to be selected recognizes the student 
teacher as truly the ‘best of the best’,” Poulter said. “They quickly establish 
themselves as part of the teaching team in the school, and model life-long learning 
and professionalism. EIU is honored to call them graduates of our program.”
 Bradd, award recipient, said that her cooperating teacher and 24 second 
grade students prepared her for a classroom of her own.
 “They taught me more than I could have imagined in a semester,” she said.
 The National Catholic Education Association 
(NCEA) selected Barbara Cole, Eastern Alumna, as a 
2009 National Distinguished Principal.  
 Cole is the principal of St. John Neumann Catholic 
School in Columbia, South Carolina, previously 
holding the position of principal at St. Mary’s School 
in Westville, Ill., and St. Anthony of Padua in Florence, 
S.C. She was nominated by her superintendent and 
became the recipient of the NCEA 2009 Southeast 
Regional Principal of the Year.
  “Having a vision for your school is essential 
to the success of the school. When the vision is defi ned 
through the collaboration of all stake holders, and then shared, everyone knows the 
future path for your school,” Cole said in a recent interview with the Columbia Star. 
“It truly ‘takes a village’ to have a successful school.” 
  Cole graduated with a degree in Elementary Education in 1982 and 
again in 1985 with a master’s in Education Administration. 
2009 National Distinguished Principal Award
Barbara Cole (‘82, ‘85)
